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Preamble 

There are about 650 tribal groups in India. The women are considered as an incorporated 

entity in the male-dominated social, economic, political and cultural order. The tribal women are 

equal partners with men in relation to work participation in forests, fields, markets and other 

spheres of human life. The position of tribal women in Indian society is quite paradoxical. The 

tribal women have always played a dominant role in agriculture, handicraft and forest based 

economy in India. The Constitution of India has guaranteed equality of opportunity to all 

sections of society including the tribal women. But they lag behind in every sphere of human life 

including education, employment and politics. The tribal women are subjected to discrimination 

in many ways. Communication media have also neglected the tribal women due to several 

reasons in the post-independence era in India. The present paper evaluates the role of 

communication in the empowerment of tribal women in India.  

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------  
.  
  

Status of Tribal Women in India 

             The tribal people have remained untouched by modern developments since they mostly 

live in rural and remote areas. They have lost their land, resources and rights due to increasing 

industrialization, urbanization and modernization. These processes have posed series of threats to 

the peaceful coexistence of tribes in India. A tribal woman occupies an important place in the 

socio-economic structure of her society. The tribal women are also exploited in many ways. A 

comprehensive review of educational, health, employment and developmental status of tribal 

women presents a pathetic picture. The tribal women are known for ignorance, ill health, mal 

nutrition, unemployment and other complexities of development. There has been a good deal of 

studies on the status, problems and prospects of tribal women in India and abroad. The tribal 

women also lack significant leadership positions in tribal economy and political sectors even 

though they played an active role in tribal movement.  

            Social stratification has also affected the tribal society since the tribal people are 

subjected to rapid alteration, addition and adjustment due to structural and cultural change across 

the country. Modern activities like tourism promotion, mining and commercialization have 
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resulted in a complex tribal stratification which has affected gender justice and equity in tribal 

community. The traditional patterns, dimensions and processes of social stratification have 

changed in the modern times due to the forces of modernization and urbanization. Empirical 

studies carried out by Parkins (1972:01), Goldthrope (1983:02), Crompton and Mann (1986:03), 

Michall Mann (2004:04), Myers, Diana Tietiens (1987:05) and others have reported that the 

topic of gender has been relatively neglected in the mainstream stratification theory and research 

which has brought about the oppression of tribal women. Studies have also reported the tribal 

women do not constitute a collectivity in modern society.  

            Tribal women continue to be the bearers and rearers of children. There are many factors 

associated with gender identities of tribal women. The tribal culture has facilitated the 

construction of positive gender identity for tribal women. Anthropologists like P.N.Mishra, 

L.K.Anantha Krishna Iyer, G.S.Ghurye, Iravati Karve and others have also provided a new 

dimension to research concerning the tribal development in India. There is a rich tradition of 

tribal studies in Indian society. These scholars have reported that developmental projects have 

adversely affected the tribal women. Sinha (1978:06), Sushma Sahay Prasad (1988:07), Jaynti 

Alam (1998:08), Vinita Damodaran (2002:09) and others have observed that tribal women in the 

informal sector have experienced several disadvantages in India. Empirical studies have studies 

reported that tribal women experienced severe economic stress and oppression due to destruction 

of the forest in the name of development.  

            Mahaswetadevi fought for the empowerment of tribal women in India and noted that 

tribal women are subjected to two-tier exploitation – as a laborer and also as instrument of sexual 

gratification to the new controllers of economy. Devi also presented the politics of oppression 

hatched by the newly formed mafia group which is responsible for the saddening state of affairs 

of tribal women in India. The process of tribal development did not have a positive impact on the 

structure of tribal society in general and status of tribal women in particular. The new forces of 

modernization have drastically affected the indigenous systems and their culture, tradition, social 

practices, occupational pattern and so forth according to Bodra (2008:10). 

            The implications of social change, modernization and development on tribal women are 

scientifically analyzed by the anthropologists. They have reported that the penetration of alien 

culture in the age of globalization has adversely affected the status of tribal women. The 
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emergence of new market economy has increased the control of market forces over tribal 

communities and reduced the status of tribal women. The changes in tribal land structure and 

dispossession of the movable and immovable property from the hands of tribes and the 

ownership of non-tribal affluent classes have severely affected the status of tribal women.  In the 

market economy, tribal women have been taken for granted since they have not learnt the art of 

managing commercialization of economy. The division of labor among tribal communities in the 

new millennium has brought about the exploitation of tribal women who are considered only as 

workers and commodities by the market forces.     

  

          Communication Support for Tribal Women Empowerment 

            Communication is rightly viewed as an instrument of development. Many scholars have 

studied the role of communication in the process of development in India and abroad. The 

essence of the ideology of „development communication‟ is the creation of a new society on the 

basis of equality and justice. The media intervention packages and programmes are required to 

popularize the beneficial effects of various development projects and to enlist the active 

participation of the beneficiaries in the process of development. Media and development are 

inter-related systems. The maximum responsibility lies on the media to make the developmental 

activities clear and accessible to the common people.  

            The Mac Bride Commission (1982:11) observed that communication component in all 

development projects should receive adequate funding. Systematic media intervention is 

necessary to accomplish successful communication to bridge the gap between the development 

programme and target group. Scholars have advocated that an entirely new orientation to 

development in which education as a critical input is inescapable. Guru (1997:12) noted that 

development support communication includes the integration of planned, organized and specific 

communication package into development planning and programme implementation at various 

levels. Scholars have also proposed pedagogy of the oppressed on the basis of human values and 

distributive justice. Experience has shown that media when used without concomitant changes in 

the structure of the society and economy could lead to the strengthening of the status quo.  

            Tribal communities are deprived of their right to information, participation and 

development due to several factors in a pluralistic society like India. Tribal development 
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demands an effective media strategy which should be considered as a subsystem of overall tribal 

development process. Media have a social obligation to fulfill the developmental aspirations of 

the people in general and tribal communities in particular. All schemes, programmes and 

services meant for the uplift of tribes are not adequately communicated by the media especially 

at the tribal community level. The media have not provided proper feedback to the policy makers 

and implementers regarding the effectiveness of various tribal development projects, according 

to empirical studies.  

            A comprehensive policy of communication related to tribal development goals is not 

formulated to facilitate meaningful media intervention for tribal development over a period of 

time. “The transition of the tribal people from their tribal economy to national economy, from 

their tribal organization to national political organization, must be planned and piloted in the due 

consideration to the social group‟s concern”, observes Majumdar. The newer perspectives to 

tribal development do not deny the role of mass media in the process of tribal development. It is 

important that the view point of tribal people should be considered primarily through constant 

dialogue between the tribal people and development administration. It is here that the supportive 

role of media becomes a matter of profound significance from the point of view of tribal 

development.  

              

            The role of communication in the process of development is widely debated all over the 

world. However, doubts are also expressed as to the wanton devaluation of the tribal life and its 

core values. Literally, the information underclass has become powerless. This is very much true 

especially in tribal areas where people are alienated from the mainstream of national 

development. Tribal women are lacking economic self-sufficiency, constitutional literacy, media 

literacy, computer literacy, development literacy and so on.  If tribal women are to play a vital 

role locally, regionally and nationally, access to communication media and technologies 

becomes absolutely essential in this age of communication revolution. The use of various 

communications media for popularizing the beneficial effects of various tribal development 

programmes has been on the national agenda for over three decades in India. The Indian Space 

Research organization (ISRO) carried out several progressive communication experiments in 

order to enlist the active participation of tribes in the process of development.  
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            The policy makers have also encouraged the media institutions to undertake joint projects 

with user agencies to facilitate satellite based operational systems to support education and 

development in rural and tribal areas. Communications media including television and social 

media are expanded in the tribal areas. The print media, electronic media and new media have 

increased their space, time and resources in order to reach out to the unreached tribes. 

Communication support for tribal development is crucial in the present times. Participatory 

approaches to tribal development communication are required to open up new vistas of 

empowerment of tribal women. The Jhabua Development Communications Project (JDCP) of 

Madhya Pradesh facilitated the installation of community television station and disseminated 

various tribal development programmes for the benefit of tribal women in the project area.  

            The State has a constitutional obligation to create informed citizenry in the tribal areas. 

Studies have emphasized that it is imperative to formulate a national policy on tribal 

development at this juncture. The communications media should also educate organize and 

motivate tribal women as a matter of corporate social responsibility. The central government 

agencies, state government bodies, tribal development research institutions, universities, media 

institutions, non government organizations are required to coordinate the tribal women 

empowerment programmes in tribal areas. Tribal women specific media programmes should be 

organized in order to enlist the active participation of tribal women in the process of 

development. The non –government organizations and media institutions should function as 

pressure groups to force initiation of action where none exist with respect to empowerment of 

tribal women in India.  

The media professionals are called upon to assume pro-active roles as catalysts of tribal 

women empowerment in the country. Tribal development communication management in 

general and tribal women empowerment oriented media intervention in particular are enduring 

areas of research in India. The future agenda for media organizations must deal with the 

expansion of communications media in the tribal areas, production of tribal development 

oriented media programmes, and involvement of tribes in the communication programmes and 

evaluation of the impact of media on tribal women. The media institutions have to work in close 

collaboration toward designing tribal women empowerment centered communication programme 

at this juncture.   
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Conclusion 

          The subject of empowerment of women has become a prominent discipline from research 

and development points of view in the world. The status of tribal women has not improved 

considerably in India despite implementation of several constitutional provisions and 

development programmes. The stakeholders of tribal development have not considered the 

ground realities and humanitarian approaches to tribal women empowerment seriously for want 

of professional and social commitment. The country is poised for faster growth under the rule of 

National Democratic Alliance. Scholars have examined the role of media in tribal development 

over a period of time and reported that media have not done justice to their role from tribal 

development point of view. The contributions of media for the empowerment of tribal women 

are not noteworthy in letter and spirit. Systematic media intervention for tribal women 

empowerment helps the tribal women to change their mindset, adopt healthy lifestyles, obtain the 

benefits of development projects and achieve development through active participation. A 

synthesis of review of literature indicates that adequate studies are not conducted in India on the 

role of media in the empowerment of tribal women.  A good deal of research effort is required in 

India to improve the status of tribal women in India.  

References 

1.       Parkins, N (1972) Stress Corrosion Spectrum, Br. Corros, J, 7(2):16-28. 

2.       Goldthorpe, John (1984) Women and Class Analysis, Sociology  18(1): 159-170. 

3.       Crompton, Rosemary and Michael Mann (1986) Gender and Stratification, John Wiley and Sons Ltd, New 

York, USA. 

4.       Mann, Michael (2004) The Dark Side of Democracy: Explaining Ethnic Cleansing, Cambridge University 

Press, UK. 

5.       Myers, Diana Tietiens (1987) Women and Moral Theory, Eva Kittay, Rowman and Littlefield, UK. 

6.       Sinha, Sachchidanand (1978) The Permanent Crisis in India-After Janata What? Heritage Publishers, New 

Delhi, India. 

7.       Prasad, Sushma Sahay (1988) Tribal Women Laborers – Aspects of Economic and Physical Exploitation, 

Delhi: Gyan Publishing House. 

8.       Alam, Jayanti (1998)          Urban Migration among Tribal Women: Obvious Reasons Hidden Impact, LILA-

Asia Pacific Women’s Studies Journal. 

https://www.goodreads.com/author/show/112305.Michael_Mann


8 

www.ssijmar.in 

9.       Damodaran, Vinita (2002) Indigenous Forests: Discourse and Resistance in Chotanagpur, 1860-2002, in 

G.Cedelof and K.Sivaramakrishnan (eds), Ecological Nationalism: Nature, Livelihoods and Identities in South Asia, 

Permanent Black, Delhi, India, pp.115-150. 

10.    Bodra, Gomati (2008) Empowerment of Tribal Women, Mohit Publications, New Delhi.  

11.    Mac Bride Commission (1982) Many Voices, One World, Report of the International Commission for the 

Study of Communication Problems, UNESCO, Paris. 

12.    Guru, Mahesh Chandra, B.P. (1997) An Evaluation of Grassroots Level Development Communication System 

in Karnataka State, Unpublished Ph.D. Dissertation, Mangalore University, Karnataka India. 

 


